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but little vitality after the passing onwards of the Triad,
and rapidly dissolves. Its molecules, however, retain,
during this process of disintegration, the impressions
made upon them during the earth-life, the tendency
to vibrate in response to stimuli constantly experienced
during that period. Every student of physiology is
familiar with what is termed automatic action, with the
tendency of cells to repeat vibrations originally set up
by purposive action; thus are formed what we term
habits, and we unconsciously repeat motions which at
first were done with thought. So strong is this auto-
matism of the body, that, as everyone knows by
experience, it is difficult to break off the use of a phrase
or of a gesture that has become " habitual ".

Now the desire body is during earth-life the recipient
of and the respondent to all stimuli from without, and it
also continually receives and responds to stimuli from
the lower Manas, In it are set up habits, tendencies to
repeat automatically familiar vibrations, vibrations of
love and desire, vibrations imaging past experiences
of all kinds. Just as the hand may repeat a familiar
gesture, so may the desire body repeat a familiar feeling
or thought. And when the Triad has left it, this
automatism remains, and the Shell may thus stimulate
feelings and thoughts which are empty of all true